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As you read the stories in this book 

you will be struck by the amazing 

achievements of each of these 

individuals. The one constant is that 

each set themselves goals. The 

goals these students chose were 

individual, challenging, achievable, 

personally meaningful and 

ĺǘǉǘƱģǢĺƃčǘƶģĘơ 

It was not an easy road to travel, 

ĄǘǉǢĄģčïǘƶģ ǉŖģǺ ǳģƱģ ĺƃčǘƶģĘ 

and determined they took every 

step and misstep along the way as 

a learning experience, making them 

better learners, problem solvers and 

čƱģïǉŚǲģǢǉŖŚŷŧģƱƶơ 

Many Open Access students often 

come from complex circumstances. 

ÂǉǘĘģŷǉƶǢųïǺ Ąģ ŚƶƃŪïǉģĘơ ÇŖģǺ 

may be parents or carers – juggling 

work, family and study. They may 

The students’ stories contained 

here are a microcosm of all Open 

Access College students, and by 

celebrating this small selection of 

students we are acknowledging 

and celebrating the achievements 

of all our students. 

have chronic illness. Or they may be 
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Chloe 
I’ve been a student at OAC for 3 years now and 

I absolutely love this way of learning. It has been 

so helpful with my situation since my parents and 

I moved to Italy in 2019. All my teachers have been 

so understanding and supportive throughout it all. 

Right from the beginning, my teachers have always 

encouraged me to do my best and not overly stress 

over assignments, but take full advantage of living in 

another country and exploring its history and culture. 

This has really helped me set priorities, keep balance 

and make this experience more enjoyable.

Though I am unable to attend the live lessons 

because of the time difference, my teachers record 

each lesson and send it to me. That way by the time 

I wake up I have a lesson ready to watch and work 

ready to do. I’ve also really enjoyed having one 

different subject each day to work on. This helps me 

not only focus more on each assignment, but it has 
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Jay with his winning artwork
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Diana 
I began studying with Open Access in Year 12, as 

I chose to push myself to do a subject I had a passion 

for that my high school did not offer. Initially, I found 

studying online quite difficult, as for 13 years, I had 
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Health. I really didn't think I would win, I’m  a year 10 

in the category with year 11s and 12s. Surprisingly 

I won. 

“The inspiration for my story came from an idea 

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/news/we-proudly-present-the-first-edition-of-the-access-gazette
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Jemimah receiving her award at Government House
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Alex
Alex was a year 10 student in 2021, who had been 

with OAC since the beginning of the year. Open 

Access College teachers had been very impressed 

with how Alex is negotiating the sometimes tricky life 

of online learning, and the efforts she has made.
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Tarah
Tarah came to Open Access College at the 

beginning of 2021. Since arriving she has consistently 

impressed her class teachers - here is what they had 

to say about her achievements.

Nicole said:

“Tarah joined our TLC class in Term 1 and despite 

being understandably nervous she quickly 

established herself as a friendly and trusted member 

of our class who all students look up to.

“She’s adapted well to a dynamic and ever-evolving 

cohort of students and treats everyone with respect 

and dignity. She is a gentle presence in the class and 

listens to other students about their interests and has 

formed positive relationships with all members of 

the class.

“In Term 3 Tarah set herself a personal goal, to turn 

her camera on in her 1:1 Literacy Support Lessons. 

Rather than just achieving this goal, she took it one 

step further and surprised us all. She turned her 

camera on to share some photos with a new student 

to our class.

“She should be very proud of her achievements and 

reflect on them as a source of motivation for future 

academic and personal goals.”

Kieran said:

“Tarah has consistently impressed me with her 

positive outlook and willingness to challenge herself. 

I have seen Tarah develop significantly this year, 

overcoming academic barriers, life challenges, and 

pushing herself out of her comfort zone.

“She remains the only student I have ever had who 

suggested and then organised a second lesson time 

each week because she enjoyed the first so much. 

This attitude, and her friendly, bright personality will 

serve her very well into the future.”

about
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Art Competition

“What do the holidays mean to you?” 

Students in all year levels were invited to submit an 

artwork in the medium of their choice during Term 4. 

Dozens of entries were received, the winners shown 

here were voted by OAC staff. 

Artists of OAC

Happy 
Holidays
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Student 
Leaders 

for me. When I began at Open Access, I no longer 

had to face bullying or an incompatible environment. 

Open Access is an incredible school that works so 

personally with all students to support their learning 

and their health. I can say truthfully that this school 
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https://www.openaccess.edu.au/news/awards-ceremony-2021
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Major Award winners

Outstanding Academic 
Achievement Awards 
These students excelled academically and received 

multiple academic subject awards in 2021.

Year 10 award: Alisla

Stage 1 award: Emma

Stage 2 award:  Daniel 

Outstanding Personal 
Achievement Awards 
These students made significant personal progress 

in their studies and showed consistent effort across 

several subjects in 2021.

year 10 award: Ashanti 

Stage 1 award: Mitchell

Stage 2 award: Libby 

https://www.openaccess.edu.au/news/awards-ceremony-2021
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ADF Long Tan Leadership and 
Teamwork Awards 
Students must display the attributes of leadership, 

teamwork, values, problem solving, resourcefulness, 

communication, cooperation and community involvement.  

Year 10 Long Tan Award: Rahab

Rae impressed her teachers with her eager and proactive 

approach to her studies. She demonstrated a mature 

willingness to seek out and accept feedback and made the 

transition from home schooling to a formal education easily. 

She is highly motivated and was an active and enthusiastic 

participant in the Duke of Edinburgh award, demonstrating a 

commitment to the community and the service of others. 

Year 12 Long Tan Award: Sarah 

Sarah displayed highly developed problem solving skills 

and resourcefulness. She has a great ability to learn 

independently, and constantly strives for growth. She is 

adept at communicating her thought processes and showed 

impressive dedication and resilience through 2021. 

Ampol Best All Rounder Award
This is awarded to a student who excels in the key 

categories of: Academic, Attitude, Personal Conduct, 

Leadership and Service

Ampol Best All Rounder for 2021: Tamsyn 

Tamsyn is a consistent high achiever academically. She 

demonstrated a willingness to participate and contribute, not 

just in her classes but to the community as well. She was an 

active participant in the Student Leaders group over several 

years and took part in face-to-face events often. Her positive 

attitude is appreciated by everyone around her, and she 

always displays generosity in her interactions with others. 



https://www.openaccess.edu.au/news/awards-ceremony-2021
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Celebrating 
the students of 

Open Access College!

At OAC we celebrate all types of achievement! 

Achievement is not just about academic results, it could mean perseverance in the face 

of challenges, or stepping outside of a comfort zone... or helping others and contributing 

ǉƃ čƃųųǘŷŚǉǺơ cǉ čƃǘŪĘ ųģïŷ ģǹǉƱïřčǘƱƱŚčǘŪïƱ ïčŖŚģǲģųģŷǉ Śŷ ƶƜƃƱǉ ƃƱ ǉŖģ ïƱǉƶơ ©ǘƱǢǘŷŚƥǘģ 

students should to be celebrated, so please let us know who they are!

If you know of a student enrolled in 2022 who deserves to be acknowledged and celebrated 

ĺƃƱ ïčŖŚģǲģųģŷǉƶ ǘŷŚƥǘģŪǺ ǉŖģŚƱ ƃǳŷ Ĳ ïŷĘ ŚŷčŪǘĘģĘ Śŷ ǉŖģ ŷģǹǉ Śƶƶǘģ ƃĺ ǉŖŚƶ ƜǘĄŪŚčïǉŚƃŷ Ĳ 

please contact Robyn.Allen40@schools.sa.edu.au
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